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Abstract

Gongju Dongbul Temple and Korean Buddhist Associations of the
Modern Era: A Study of the Neungin Boys Association and Aridara
Women’s Association

Kim, Sung-soon
(Researcher, Institute of Religious Studies, SNU.)

This paper recounts the approximately 13-year history of the Aridara
Women's Association and Neungin Girls  Association—two modern
Buddhist associations active at the Gongju Temple for Dharma
Propagation during the colomal period in Korea—and considers the
historical significance of their efforts to spread Buddha-Dharma teachings
and contribute to social betterment.

Beginning with the advent of the concept of pogyo (spreading the
Buddha-Dharma) in the 1910s, temples for teaching the Buddha-Dharma,
known as pogyodang, were established as satellite temples attached to
main temples in each district. The Temple for Dharma Propagation in
Gongju (Gongju pogyodang) was also established in this context.

Members of the Aridara Women's Association came from affluent and
mfluential families of the Gongju area and partook not just in religious
activities and volunteer work, but were also extremely active in
mfluencing the appointments of pogyosa, monks who spreads the
Buddha's teachings. Their activities should be viewed in the larger overall
context of a growing and widespread unease within Buddhist circles over
the Buddhist policies of the Governor-General under Japanese colonial
rule.

Another organization within the Gongju Temple for Dharma Propagation
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was the Siddhartha Training School (Sidalgangseubwor), a free school
run by the Neungin Girls Association which provided teaching and
services to the lower classes. This school appeared to be closely watched
by the Governor-General because of its social outreach activities.
Eventually, the Neungin Girls Association closed this training school,
which was likely a result of both the independent judgement of the main
temple and factors related to surveillance conducted by the colomnal
government and conflicts between progressive and conservative forces.

Additionally, the Aridara Women's Association, which held considerable
power within the Temple for Dharma Propagation, came into conflict with
mfluential monks at Magok Temple over the question of appointing
pogyosa. It appears that the Aridara Women's Association won this
dispute.

Both of these associations are notable for the meaningful contributions
they made to spreading the teachings of the Buddha and engaging in
voluntary social service work. However, it is regrettable that they were
unable to overcome the hardships and limitations of the times they lived
through. Regardless, the accomplishments of these two associations are
notable for demonstrating the birth pains endured by modern Buddhist
organizations resulting from the pressure placed on them by the irrational
Buddhist system under Japanese occupation.

Key words
Gongju Temple for Dharma Propagation, pogyodang, Aridara Women's
Association, Neungin Boys' Association, colonial Korea, modern Buddhist

associations
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